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ol am the vine; you are the branches. John 15:5
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L e t 6 S C E@Ioﬁly mmﬁs (Iff,t)fvans. | am married to
Evams. h seven caildren; two are grown and out
. . of the house and five are home. We live on a dairy farm near
W|th M |Sty| Castleford. My life is busy and hectic but wonderful and |
know our Lord has lead me to where | am now.
I grew up Mormon in SLC, Utah with a divorced mom and
four siblings, including my identical twin sister. | had a rough childhood. We left Utah when, Mom
got a teaching job in Richfield, Idaho. | spent my teen years being wild and dumb and got pregnant
and had a baby girl, Chessa.
I met and married my first husband when | was 18. We connected well because we were both
very broken people. | got my GED and started attending CSI for a degree in nursing. | also joined
the Army National Guard to pay for my education, serving six years. | went to boot camp at Fort Jack-
son, South Carolina and completed my advanced training as a diesel mechanic at the Edgewood
Arsenal near Aberdeen Maryland. After | got home from Maryland | got pregnant and had my son
Benjen in 1998. 2001 | had Julia. 2006 | had Rachel. 2009 | had Jenna. While in the National Guard | became an accomplished s ol-
dier, becoming one of the number one machine gunners in Idaho. | was also voted Soldier of the Year in my company. | earned
my degree as a Registered Nurse and was very active in the LDS church. While all these great things were happening in my life |
was also being abused by my husband. He was also very unfaithful to me. Any time | tried to leave him he just got more violen t.
Despite the relationship | had with my husband | focused on being a good mother and | excelled in my career as a nurse. We ha d
a nice home. | had good positive friends. And | had made a morning habit of prayer, scripture study and jogging. Most people

that knew us believed we were a "normal" couple. They had hado
become very defeated regarding my hopes for a happy marriage.

In February of 2010 | stepped out to protect my chil drear 3
your children, you have to get away from him or your son will grow up to be like him and your daughters will grow up to marry
men | i ke himo. I was at peace with God and | knew | had ipo
Il ike mine made me sick. So why was | in that relationship6 W
God and he | oved me! He didnét want me in an abusive relatio

easy to leave but the hand of the Lord was in our lives and everything worked out. | had been with my husband for sixteen yea rs.
In that time the Lord also started to help me see things about the Mormon Church. | really started to feel like their te achings

contradicted the Bible. | was also overwhelmed with the expectations they had of me, a single mom with five kids. | felt all the
time | was spending on my callings and serving the church was better spent with my children. When | finally decided to leave
the Mormon Church | felt as if a great weight had been lifted from me, it was a wonderful feeling of freedom!

Shortly after leaving the Mormon Church | met Eric. A dairy farmer with a mineral business. He was smart, funny, matur e
and kind. He included my kids in all the dating we did and never acted like they detracted from me as a person, more like tha t
they were a bonus to being with me. He had been divorced four years earlier and had an adult son. He says he knew he was go-
ing to marry me the first time he saw me. | would say it took me about a week before | knew | wanted him for my husband! We
got engaged two months after meeting and three months after that we got married on a beach in Key West Florida. Ten months
after getting married we had a son together, William in 2012. Eric has always considered my kids as his own and has completel y
taken over the role as their dad. Eric had grown up in a strong Christian family and has helped me grow in my Christian fai th.
We decided to find a church to attend together. Calvary Chapel Buhl was the second church we visited and we have attended
ever since. | have loved attending the Bible studies and feel like | am learning the Bible all new for the first time.

After learning about Stanton Health Care at church | decided to be a volunteer nurse there. It was an incredible experi ence
for me because | was able to see how the bad stuff | had experienced in my life helped me relate to and minister to the peopl e
that we cared for at Stanton. It was a blessing and a healing experience for me.

Several months ago | felt the Lord directing me to quit working and volunteering all together and to focus on my childr en
and husband and help support him in his work. So | no longer work outside of our home. | do the books for the dairy and miner al

business and odd jobs on the farm. | keep very busy!

The last several years of my life have been a whirl wind of change. Not all of it has been easy but God has been so goo  d and
faithful to me. And | know he loves me and wants me to have a joyful life! It has been wonderful getting to know my Calvary
Chapel family and | look forward to the years and friendships to come!
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Qur Mot her & 3scelialya funlcéebration. The silent auction
rai sed money for our Womends Retreat |fun
nity to shop and admire a showcase of beautiful things f many of which were
a display of homemade talent. Tables were set by each hostess, with fine
china and some unique settings, adorned with ornate teapots, flowers, and
even a Pineapple center piece. The sanctuary was beautifully decorated by
Trena Miller, Sue Switzer and Marissa Soares. The atmosphere joyfully con-
tagious.

In addition to good fellowship and fine food, we had a lovely guest speaker,
Myrna Wright, Pastords wife from Calyary
us about Divine Friendship and taught from the book of Ruth. She urged us to
pursue Godly friendships but most of all to rejoice in the amazing friendship
we have in our Lord and Savior. We also had special music by Shaun Sickinger and Anne Bashore, and Worship
from lzzy Gallegos, Elizabeth Papac, Lisa Harper and Amber Roberts.

Hugs multiply
when you give
them away.

Give, and you will receive. You
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you give to others is the way

God will give to you. Luke 6:38



